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PREVIOUSLY. 


Thousands of years in the future, an epic 
unfolds. From his stronghold on the continent 
of Nark, the evil Ravan means to crush the 
world under his heel. But the free-willed races 
of the lands of Aryavarta, led by the humans of 
the city of Armagarh, resist the dark lord. 
However, treachery resulted in the exile of 
Rama, who is Armagarh's greatest warrior. 
Along with his younger brother, Lakshman, 
and beautiful Seeta, Rama travels the land, 
dreaming of restoring the earth to its former 
glory. 

Rama, Lakshman and Seeta have journeyed to 
Panchvati, a city filled with criminals, 
cutthroats and fugitives. Trouble finds them 
almost immediately, as Rama and Lakshman 
are forced to battle a gang of bear-men who are 
intent upon stealing Seeta. Help comes from a 
most unexpected source when Vishwamitra, 
thought long dead after a confrontation with 
Ravan, appears. 


| LAKSH ON } | I SCARCELY EVEN REMEMBER 
! x / \ | WHEN THIG CAT-AND-MOUSE | 
| CHASE EVEN BEGUN. IT | 
)) SEEMS LIKE AN E7VERM/TY. THE } 
) LUXURY OF ARMAGARH IGA | 
\ FADING DREAM NOW. / 


| THOUGH I CAN'T SAY I'MNOT \ 
| THANKFUL THAT THE OLD COOT \ 
/ FINALLY SHOWED UP, I MUST | 
| AOMIT MISSED VIGHWAMITRA, IN 

| SPITE OF HIM BEING THE MEAN, 

\ GARRULOUS FOOL THAT HE IS, | 


HEY, VISH, WE'RE | wmguetHappy | 
ALL IN THE DARK HERE, | WE'RE ALL TOGETHER | 
AND I MEAN BOTH LITERALLY \ AGAIN. J 
AND METAPHORICALLY. 


WOULD YOU MIND 
THROWING SOME LIGHT ON 
HOW YOU SURVIVED RAVAN IN 
MITHILA? THE LAST I REMEMBER, 
YOU TOLD US TO RUN WHILE YOU 

TACKLED RAVAN ALL 7 —-/: 
HOW DID 
YOU MAKE IT? 
DID YOU Kid THE 
TEN-HEADED 
FREAK? 


DO YOU EVEN 
COMPREHEND WHAT YOU 
SPY, BOY? I FOUGHT RAVAN, 
THE ASURA PRIME HIMSELF. 
I DIDN'T KILL HUM. ON THE =. AE oo, VA 
CONTRARY... . 


M HAPPY | 
WE'RE ALL | 
ALIVE. | ¢ 


IT WAS A FIGHT ff") 
NEVER MEANT 
TO BE WOM... 


ENOUGH TIME TO FLEE 
MITHILA, I FACED RAVAN 
BEFORE, WHEN THIG WORLD 
WAS YOUNG, JUST SURVIVING 
~ |) THROUGH THE GREAT RUIN. 


4 y, “JUST TO BUY YOU 


J. = 


= / ‘4 7 sue WAS NEVER 
| THi6 POWERFLL. 


"NEVER THIS 
' DESPERATE. 


“I TRIED TO HOLD ON 
AS LONG AS POSSIBLE... | 
WHICH WAS GETTING 
MPOSSIBLE WITH EVERY 
PASSING MOMENT. . 


“I WAS HELPLESS, | = 
I SAW MY LIFE 
PASSING AWAY AS 
I TRIED TO HOLD 
ON TO IT... 


“I AM ONE OF THE OLDEST BEINGS ON 
EARTH. I HAVE FACED PERILS UNTHINKABLE 
BY MORTALS. BUT THE ASURA PRIME, IN HIS 

STATE OF RAGE AND DESPERATION, WAS 
SOMETHING THAT MADE ME AFRAID. 


“I WAS AFRAID, 
MAYBE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE. 


/ 


“AND 
PRESUMABLY 
THE L467.” 


“SOMEHOW, MY 
PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL 
ESSENCE WAS TRANSPORTED 

THROUGH THE LOKA RIFT... “,, TOSSING ME THROUGH 
THE DIMENSIONAL BARRIERS 

WHICH KEEP OUR WORLD 

SEPARATE FROM OTHER 

REALITIES. I SLIPPED OUT 

OF CERTAIN DEATH. 


“AND I CROSSED THE 
LOKAS, THE DIMENSIONS 
THAT EXIGT PARALLEL TO 

THIS WORLD, NEVER MEANT 
TO BE SEEN. 


“SOME CAN 
COLLAPSE THE HEART, 
MIND AND SOUL WITH 

HORRORS! 


“I DON’T UNDERSTAND THE 


“YET OTHERS ARE OF SUCH MYSTERIOUS GAMES OF 
IMPOSSIBLE BEAUTY THAT OUR DESTINY, BUT SOMEHOW I 
INTELLECT CAN SCARCELY WAS THROWN BACK TO THIS 
COMPREHEND SUCH MAGNIFICENCE. </ jaaianee \ / REALITY, WITH MY BODY 
YOUR HEART MIGHT SWELL AND a j AND LIFE BACK... 
EXPLODE TO BEHOLD ITS SPLENDOR. = ee - = 


I FOUND MYSELF A 
FEW YOJANS FROM PANCHVAT/. 
I KNEW YOU'D EVENTUALLY 
END UP HERE AFTER LEAVING 
MITHILA AND TELEPORTING 


«HARDLY A 
SCRATCH ON 
ME. 


TO THE WASTELANDS. AND I KNEW 
FINDING YOU WOULON’T 


BE HARD...GINCE YOU 
WOULD SURELY FIND 
TROUBLE. 


YOU WERE NEVER 
KNOWN FOR YOUR SENSE 
OF HUMOR, VIGHWAMITRA. 
BUT I ADMIT IT’S GOOD 
TO HAVE YOU BACK. ' 


NOW WOULD 
YOU MIND TELLING US 
WHERE WE’RE GOING? IT 
FEELS LIKE AGES SINCE WE 
DROPPED DOWN THAT DUCT 
AND ENTERED THESE 
FILTHY TUNNELS. 


Ne 


x 


ee So eee 


I JUST HOPE 
IT’S NOT AS SMELLY 
AND STUFFY 
WITHIN. 


/ WE'LL BE 
SAFE. 


FOR NOW 
AT LEAST. 


"NO SUCH ~ 
LUCK, IT’S JUST \ ! 
AS SMELLY AND \\AY G / 


/ UNVE NEVER \% 
SEEN ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS. ARE 
YOU SURE IT'S 


a 


——\ 


YES. IT EXISTS 

FROM THE PRE-APOCALYPTIC 

AGE. DURING THE WARS THEY 
CALLED IT A FALLOUT SHELTER, 
BUT THE PURPOSE WAS 
SOMETHING GREATER. 
MUCH, MUCH 

GREATER. 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE SOME OLD 
INDUSTRIAL SITE, OR 
A LABORATORY... 


Pee 
THIS 16 THE NG Pas 


PLACE WHERE 


RAVAN WRG Ne A» Ny 


CREATED. 
j 


td) 
: . 
; 


SE | pe Fe 


BUT... HOW 
DO YOU KNOW 


| AND YOU ARE 
HOW DO YOU \ IN NO POSITION TO 
KNOW THIS IS THE PLACE JUDGE GOOD FROM 
WHERE RAVAN WAS EVIL, RAMA. YOUR 
CREATED? AND WHY DID PERSPECTIVE IS JUST BE 
YOU BRING US HERE? 4 tus place IMMATURE AND THANKFUL THAT 


IT'S BVI! Ds SAFE. THERE NARROW. YOU'RE SAFE HERE, 
rr i is Seana AND SOON WILL BE ON /& 
YOUR WAY BACK = 


LAKSH, WE’RE ALL TIRED 
WeHiGiaoa ware AFTER WHAT WE'VE GONE 
7 THROUGH. I SUGGEST YOU 
NCS ee ae CRITICIZE ME LATER, WHEN 
WEIRD, BUT NOW HE’S TIME IS ABUNDANT. 
WEIRD WEIRD. 
HUSH...AS 
LONG AS HE 
KEEPS US SAFE 
AND HELPS US FIND 
A WAY OUT, HE’S 
OKAY WITH 


ME. 


OO IFO” 


WE GET OUT 
OF PANCHVATI. I WILL GO SOUTH 
WITH SEETA. I NEED TO TAKE HER TO 
THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS, WHERE SHE 
WILL BE TRAINED TO CONTROL AND 
USE HER POWERS, 
AS FOR YOU TWO 
BROTHERS, YOU CAN GO 
WHEREVER YOU WIGH, I FREE 
YOU OF HER BURDEN, 


uF A 


FINE, WE REST 
FOR NOW. BUT 
WHAT NEXT? 


| 


YOU >WHEEZE< 
BRING GOOD NEWS, \ 
CAPTAIN. 


‘Aan. 
S/ v/ 


FINE. NOW | 
WHERE’S MY 
MONEY? 


\ 


WHAT MONEY? A FEW 
COINS? >KOFF< I WILL GIVE 
YOU MUCH MORE IF YOU 
BRING THEM ALIVE TO ME. 
FIVE HUNDRED SPARKLING 
MUDRAS FOR EACH OF 


THEM. — THE HUMANS SOUND 
LIKE SUPER WARRIORS, 
A GOOD ADDITION TO THE 
GLADIATOR CONTESTS 
OF THE ARENA OF 
DESPAIR. 


P WHILE THE 
{ _ WOMAN >GSSSP< WILL 
BE A PRIZED POSSESSION 
FOR ANYONE THAT CAN 
PAY MY PRICE. 


FORGET IT, 
KHARA. THEY’RE TOO THEY KILLED 
TROUBLESOME. 7HREE OF MY LIEUTENANTS 
AND ESCAPED, CAUSED A 
LOT OF DAMAGE TO MY 
REPUTATION. I WANT 
MY MONEY. 


Zi, . 4 a | ra 
I’M MAKING A GOOD ~ ——— ——- 
BUSINESS PROPOSITION ICOUDPOINTOUT 
DHIIIH< HERE. THE BHALU KING THAT HIS TRAITOR IS HIDING \ 
JAMBWAN \6 STILL LOOKING FOR HERE IN PANCHVATI. I REMEMBER 


A CERTAIN TRAITOR AMONG THE STORIES OF HOW THE BHALUS 
HIS PEOPLE. of 


'{ WHAT SAY 
you? 


HEH... THE 
DAY WASN'T A 
COMPLETE LOSS, 


# SUPER WARRIORS, I WIGH 


WAIT! I 
IAVE A BUSINESS } 
PROPOSITION 
FOR YOU. 


~ STAY AWAY, 
DUSHAN...I JUST HAD A 
BUSINESS PROPOSITION 
FROM YOUR LARD-BUTT 
BROTHER. 


Sh 


Y GET ME THE G/R2. 
FOR AGES I HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE 

LIKE HER, AND SHE 
SOUNDS... EXQUISITE 


THIS IS SOME 
ADVANCE, THERE’S 
MORE AFTER YOU 

HAND HER OVER 
TO ME. 


" NOW WE'RE 
TALKING! 


AH, 
MISTRESS 
SOORNAKAS 


TO SHOW A THING OR 
TWO TO MY BROTHERS 
IN THE ARENA. ‘ 


INDEED, 
M'LADY! 


: CAN'T SAY I 
MUCH ABOUT BEING $ 


AIN’T ANY HUMANS IN 
PANCHVAT| EXCEPT THESE 
THREE. ONE IS BLUE, OTHER 
IS6 A GIRL, AND THE THIRD 
. ONE |6 PLAIN UGLY. 


WHAT MORE 
DO YOU NEED? 4 


NOW THEY CAN 
BE IDENTIFIED AND 
CAPTURED. 


4 


IT FEELS SO 
STRANGE. THIS IS THE 5 
me) PLACE WHERE EVERYTHING ~ 
STARTED. THE VERY REASON 
WE'RE HERE, TO STOP S 
AN ENEMY WHO SHAPED 
THE WORLD INTO 
ITS PRESENT 
STATE. 


VISH WANTS 
WHERE WE PART TO TAKE YOU TO THIS 
WAYS. COUNCIL OF ELDERS, I 
WILL TREK BACK TO THE 
NIGHAAD VILLAGE. 


I DON’T KNOW WHY 
YOU CAN’T COME W/7TH ME, YOU SAVED 
RAMA. IN MITHILA THEY MADE IT MY LIFE MORE 
SO CLEAR THAT YOU HAVE TO THAN ONCE. 
BE WITH ME, THAT YOU 
ARE MY PROTECTOR. 


I NEED L..M TIRED OF 
TO TELL YOU RUNNING. TIRED OF 
SOMETHING, FIGHTING. WHATEVER I'VE 
SEETA. LOVED IN MY LIFE IS LOST. 
FIRST MY MOTHER, THEN 
MY HONOR AND MY 
COUNTRY. 


I FOUGHT 


Li ypigesesgin AGAINST THE ASURAS Eee 
MITHILA, TO ME IT BECAUSE T BELIEVED CHANCE, I'D GIVE 


WAG THE HOME I MY SOUL TO BRING 
NEVER HAD. IT WAS BoD ie oN NOE TN” BACK YOUR 


LAND OF PEACE AND "Be even you WERE HOME... 


BEAUTY AND 
LOVE. ee 


«BUT LIKE THE REST 
OF THE WORLD IT IS 
RAVAGED AND 
DESTROYED BY 
RAVAN. 


THIS MIGHT 
SOUND SELFISH. 
PLEASE FORGIVE ME, 
I’M NOT VERY GOOD 
AT THIS. 


I DONT 
WANT YOU TO 
LEAVE. I... 


THEY'VE PUT A 
HEFTY PRICE ON 
OUR HEADS! 


I SAW THE WANTED 
POSTERS ABOVE. I SAY 


SS " LEAVE PANCHVATI 
Ne iene: 
i 7 ON 


ei 


SEETA, YOU NEED 
TO MAKE UP YOUR MIND. 
ARE YOU GOING WITH 46 
OR WITH VIGH? ‘ 


YOU'RE 
COMING WITH ME, 
SEETA. THIS CHARADE } 


ENOUGH. — CANNOT RISK 
"a7 YOUR LIFE ON YOUR 
WHIMS. YOU MUST 

COME WITH ME! 


FROM DAY ONE, VISGH 
AND WHY MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
DON'T YOU WANT YOU'RE THE SOLE 
US TO TAG PROTECTOR OF SEETA, 
NOW HE SUDDENLY POPS 
UP AND WANTS TO TAKE 
HER AWAY TO SOME 
COUNCIL? 
CAN 
SOMEONE TELL ME 
WHAT'S HAPPENING 
HERE? 


WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH YOU? DID YOUR 


COMPLETELY? 
—— a 


THAT DID IT! 
I'VE PUT UP WITH 
ENOUGH FROM 

YOU, OLD MAN! 


THIS IS ALL 
BECAUSE OF YOU! 
YOU'RE TROUBLE, 

; GIRL! 


SHUT UP, 
LAKSH! YOU 
DON’T KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE SAYING/ 


THERE’S BEEN 


NOTHING BUT TROUBLE 

FROM THE DAY SHE 

ENTERED OUR LIVES, 

ALL THE WAY BACK 
TO MITHILA! 


CALM DOWN, 
LAKSH. HOW CAN 
YOU ACCUSE HER LIKE 
THAT? SHE NEVER 
ASKED FOR IT... 


| if 


vd 


THERE YOU 
ARE. 
WE'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 


me, 20 Fos ALONE 
TIME. 


7 AND NOW THAT 

WE HAVE YOU, THE 
1, OTHERS WILL SOON 
| FOLLOW. 


>... SHOULD 
BE CAREFUL WHAT 
YOU WISH FOR, 


GET THEM’ * 


PILE UPON fee, 
THEM! ee 


WE WERE ALMOST 
BECOMING LIKE A FAMILY. 
RAMA LOVES HER, AND IT 
SEEMED SHE LOVED My. 

BROTHER TOO. 


THE LAST TIME 
I SAW THIS MUCH 
RAGE |\N RAMA WAS 
WHEN HE KILLED 
DEVAN-TAK, 


ae 


AND J KIND OF LIKED 
HER AS WELL. SHE WAS 
PROTECTIVE OF ME, LIKE THE 
MOTHER I'D NEVER KNOWN, 


WHY DO I ALWAYS 
END UP AURTING 
PEOPLE WHO LOVE 
ME THE MOST? 


THESE CREATURES 
TRY TO OVERWHELM 
US, BUT RAMA FIGHTS 
LIKE A MACHINE. 


THEY COME OUT OF TH 
WOODWORK, DESPERATE... 
NOT UNLIKE US. WRETCHED 
CREATURES, TRYING TO 
MAKE A LIVING IN THIS 
UNFORGIVING LAND. 


I ADMIT, IT 
SCARES ME 
WHEN I SEE HIM 
LIKE THIS. 


ya fen 


lil | | || an areerye 


WITHOUT RAMA, \ — 
I DON'T KNOW HOW | 
MUCH LONGER I CAN | ; 

HOLD THEM OFF. | . 


TLL KEEP THEM AT 
BAY AS LONG AS IT 
TAKES TOPLANAN | J 
ESCAPE ROUTE. WHERE | { 
THE HE Se 


THERE'S SO , 


AND WHY 
DOES MY AEAD 


HURT SO 
MUCH? 


_ WHAT KIND 
OF PLACE IS EY 
THIG SUPPOSED 
ie TO BE? 


AH, WAKEY, “~~ 
WAKEY, MY 
_ DEAR! FOR THE 


a. 


HEADACHE... 


+A SIMPLE SIDE 
EFFECT OF THE POTION 
USED TO SUBDUE YOUR 
STRUGGLES. YOU GAVE | 
ALOT OF GRIEF TO MY 
CHAMBERMAIDS. IAM 


DUSHAN. 


THE BLUE ONE AND 
1 THE BRATTY SCOUNDREL? 
THEY’RE WELL TAKEN 
CARE OF. 
YOU CAN SEE 
THEIR PERFORMANCE 
TOMORROW IN THE ARENA 
OF DESPAIR, IF YOU 

PROMISE TO BEHAVE. 


ONE THING 
AT A TIME, DEAR. 
WHAT OLD MAN DO YOU 
SPEAK OF? YOU HAVE 
MORE COMPANIONS? 


WHAT’S . 
AN ARENA OF TLL HAVE TO 
DESPAIR? ARE LOOK FOR HIM, THOUGH 
YOU PLANNING TO AN OLD ONE WON'T BE 
HURT THEM? AND WORTH MUCH. 
THE OLD MAN? 


NOW DON’T 
WASTE MY 
TIME. 


YOU'RE TOO 
WEAK TO RESIST. 

THE PASSION MISTS 
OF GANDHA HAVE SAPPED 
YOUR WILL. YOU WILL MELT 

LIKE TAPER TO 
MY FIRE, 


WAKE UP, 
YOU SLOTH! 


NAP TIME 
OVER! 


SOORNAKA, 


16 IT WISETO INVEST * 


20,000 MUDRAS 
ON UNTESTED 


GLADIATORS? ge 


/ KEEP yYouR \ — 
\ PAWS OFF ME, 
DAMN YOU! 7 


SAVE YOUR : 
STRENGTH, YOU'LL 7 WHERE | 
NEED ALL OF IT THIS? WHERE'S 


Aw VERY SOON. RAMA? 


YOU MEAN THE BLUE ONE? 
HE'S COOPERATING QUITE 
WELL. YOU ARE SLAVES OF 
MISTRESS SOORNAKA NOW, 
AND YOU SHALL PERFORM R 
IN THE ARENE NOW STILL YOUR ss 
: TONGUE. YOUR MISTRESS | 
APPROACHES. 


THEY ARE 


SUPER WARRIORS, , 
FROM ARMAGARH. I'M QU/TE 
YOU JUST CONFIDENT ABOUT BETTING 
DO YOUR JOB, ON THEM. 
JANVI. nny 


NOW 7HAT'S 
ONE PLEASANT 
SIGHT AFTER A 

LONG TIME. 


SO WHAT ARE WE 
SUPPOSED TO DO IN THIS 
ARENA OF DESPAIR? IF SHE’S 
PUTTING A LOT OF MONEY ON US, 
IT'D BE MY PLEASURE TO 
SERVE HER... 


NOT TOO ROUGH NOT MUCH FIGHT 
? WITH HIM. LEAVE THAT LEFT IN YOU, I SEE. 
TO THE NECROMANTIK WHAT’S YOUR 
WAR-GHOULS IN zon 
THE ARENA. 5% 
: Aten 
SHUT UP! SHOW : 
SOME RESPECT TO 
YOUR MISTRESS! ff 


IF FATE IS KIND 4 
TOWARD YOU, YOU'LL BE 
GRANTED A QUICK 
DEATH ENTERTAINING 
THE PEOPLE. 


IN YOUR 
DREAMS, FUR 
BA 


io! 


I'VE SPENT A 
407 FOR YOU 
TWO. 


MAKE SURE I 
GET MY MONEY'S 
WORTH. 


THIS IS 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY IN THE 


wu TRY TO MAKE 
SURE IT’S NOT 
YOUR L487. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


MANY BELIEVE THAT KIGHKINDHA 
16 MORE MYTH THAN REAL/TY. THEY 
DOUBT THAT A CITY COULD PIERCE 

THE CLOUDS THEMSELVES. 


BUT I CAN SAY 
OTHERWIGE. 


£29 


THE APE RACE THAT CALLS 
KISHKINDHA HOME ARE A NOBLE 

PEOPLE, BUT TIMES ARE NOT 

WELL IN THEIR FABLED LAND. 


+» AND PLACE 
THEIR HOPE IN THEIR 
THE PEOPLE PRAY FOR GOD HANUMAN. 
DELIVERANCE FROM 


THEIR TRIBULATIONG... 


ey ape ase 


SV Le\ 
story- RON Marz 
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IT IS SAID THAT WHEN KIGHKINDHA SAN 


SUFFERS MOST, GREAT HANUMAN 
WILL BE BORN INTO THE WORLD 
AS THEIR SAVIOR. 


THEY BELIEVE HANUMAN IS 
MIGHTY \NDEED, ABLE TO LIFT 
MOUNTAINS WITH EASE. 


HIS SPEED |S 
ENVIED BY EVEN 
THE NORTH WINDS. 


‘ ==5 


as 


y 


ag 


= 
>= 3 
AND HIS ROAR CAN MAKE 
THE VERY EARTH TREMBLE. 
=e Mend , 


See neces SY OOO 
MANY BELIEVE THE COMING OF HANUMAN 1 

DRAWS NIGH BECAUSE OF THE MAD j ; 
RULE OF KING BAAL/, HE WHO SITS UPON 

THE THRONE OF KIGHKINDHA IS BUT 

A SHADOW OF HIS FORMER SELF. 


MADNESS 
NOW ASSAILS 
THE ONCE-JUST 
MONARCH... 


AND THE PEOPLE PAY 
FOR HIS MALADY WITH 
THEIR BLOOD. 


+I WONDER IF 
THEY WILL EVEN 
RECOGMZE HIM. 
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BUT IF HANUMAN TRULY 
DOES APPEAR... 


